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FAQ

About	the	Fair	Source	License

How	is	the	Fair	Source	License	similar	to	(or	different	from)	open-source
licenses?

Why	did	you	write	a	new	license?	Why	didn’t	you	use
GPL/MIT/BSD/Apache?

What	does	the	license	name	(“Fair	Source	25,”	“Fair	Source	50,”	etc.)
mean?

How	is	the	Fair	Source	License	different	from	dual	GPL/commercial
licensing?

How	is	the	Fair	Source	License	different	from	“shared	source”?

http://tom.preston-werner.com/2011/11/22/open-source-everything.html


Using	the	Fair	Source	License

Can	I	use	the	Fair	Source	License	for	my	own	software?

Can	I	change	the	license?

Can	I	use	Fair	Source	software	for	myself	or	my	friends	and	family?

Can	I	use	Fair	Source	software	inside	my	company?

What	if	the	licensor	decides	to	change	the	Use	Limitation	in	the	future?

Can	I	use	Fair	Source	code	in	a	different	open-source	project?

Can	I	use	Fair	Source	code	in	the	code	base	for	my	commercial,	closed-
source	product?

https://fair.io/#license


If	I	modify	the	source	code,	can	I	redistribute	my	modified	version	under
the	MIT	License?

If	I	contribute	a	patch	to	your	project,	what	license	applies	to	the	patch?

My	Fair	Source	License	terminated	automatically.	Can	I	fix	the	violation?

What	if	I	want	different	license	terms?

Understanding	the	Use	Limitation

What	counts	as	“using”	Fair	Source	licensed	software	with	respect	to	the
Use	Limitation	(e.g.,	25-user	limit)?

How	will	I	know	if	my	company	exceeds	the	Use	Limitation?



Am	I	responsible	for	knowing	who	within	my	organization	is	already
using	Fair	Source	software?

Additional	Questions

Can	I	use	Fair	Source-licensed	products	to	develop	software	that	will	be
licensed	under	different	licenses?

Who	created	the	license?

Community

Media

…

…

https://sourcegraph.com/
http://heathermeeker.squarespace.com/
https://sourcegraph.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=81d5d2fe17e49697663f46503&id=c06c993455
https://github.com/fairsource/fairsource
https://twitter.com/fairsrc
http://www.wired.com/2016/03/former-open-sourcers-ask-companies-pay-fair-share/
http://writing.kemitchell.com/2016/03/30/First-Read-of-the-Fair-Source-License.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y_x-9oJ4pv0


https://about.gitlab.com/2016/03/24/gitlab-look-at-the-fair-source-license/
https://tldrlegal.com/license/fair-source-license-0.9-(fair-source-0.9)
mailto:hello@fair.io
https://twitter.com/fairsrc

