— ‘01 handshake

Decentralized certificate authority and naming

An experimental peer-to-peer root DNS.

Developer Faucet: Dispenses coins for internet name registration. Sign-up
Claim Existing Trademark: Available during the Sunrise period. Claim name
Source Code: Latest code on GitHub

Technical Info: Paper, install and docs.

IRC: irc://irc.freenode.net/#handshake

ABOUT HANDSHAKE

Handshake is a decentralized, permissionless naming protocol compatible with DNS where every peer is
validating and in charge of managing the root zone with the goal of creating an alternative to existing
Certificate Authorities. Its purpose is not to replace the DNS protocol, but to replace the root zone file and

the root servers with a public commons.

The Handshake protocol maintains the root zone file in a decentralized manner, making the root zone

uncensorable, permissionless, and free of gatekeepers.


https://handshake.org/signup
https://handshake.org/trademark
https://github.com/handshake-org
https://handshake.org/files/handshake.txt
https://github.com/handshake-org/hnsd
https://handshake-org.github.io/
https://kiwi.freenode.net/#handshake
https://handshake.org/

THE HANDSHAKE PROTOCOL

By running Handshake, one can participate in a decentralized open platform secured by a decentralized peer-to-

peer network.

Read the project paper
Documentation can be found here

Latest source code is on GitHub

Transparent auction process for simpler, decentralized and more secure top-level domain registration

Alternative to certificate authorities, using a decentralized trust anchor to prove domain ownership

Distributed and permissionless zone file to which any participant has the right to add an entry or serve as host and

validator

All entries in the existing root zone file have been registered in the genesis block; the top 100K domains are

reserved as TLDs for existing trademark holders

Light clients via merkelized proofs and proof-of-work allow for secure name resolutions and certificates

70% of initial 1.36B coins distributed to the FOSS community. Contributors can sign-up for the coin faucet. Learn more

or sign-up


https://handshake.org/files/handshake.txt
https://handshake-org.github.io/
https://github.com/handshake-org
https://handshake.org/how-it-works
https://handshake.org/signup

INTERNET NAME TRANSFERS USING COINS TO PREVENT SYBIL
ATTACKS

Handshake uses a coin system for name registration. The Handshake coin (HNS) is the mechanism by which
participants transfer, register, and update internet names. Upon launch of the mainnet, the community will be
able to initiate auctions and place bids for top-level domains using HNS or trade their HNS as they see fit.

This is necessary to prevent spam on the peer-to-peer network.

To ensure Handshake remains closely tied to the FOSS community, 70% of the initial coin supply will be granted
freely to the Free and Open Source Software community (with the majority going to individual FOSS

contributors).

Sign-Up for the Faucet

Majority ownership of Handshake is granted to Free and Open Source Software contributors via a faucet.

The faucet dispenses coins to freenode users, top GitHub contributors, the PGP Web of Trust Strong Set, or via

personal recommendation. Github registrations filled on a weekly basis.

DEV FAUCET SIGN-UP

HANDSHAKE FREE AND OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE COMMUNITY GRANT

The Handshake project has received 10.2MM USD from Project Sponsors. The net proceeds are pledged to be

distributed to Free and Open Source Software communities (projects, non-profits, hackerspaces).

Free and Open Source Software is an often overlooked but crucial part of the foundations of the Internet. The
Handshake project, its sponsors and contributors recognize that the project would not be here today if it

wasn’t for the efforts of this community.

Many contributors to the Handshake community identify with and are long-term proponents of Free and Open
Source Software. Gratitude of how this community has served humanity has been a common thread throughout the
entire process thus far. Handshake has benefited not only as consumers of FOSS output but also from the
mentorship, knowledge and guidance we have been able to access through the FOSS communities we have been

involved with over the years.

The inclusion of the pledge recipients on this page does not constitute or imply any endorsement of Handshake

on the part of recipients but simply reflects our gratitude for the recipients' contributions to FOSS!

Current Pledae Recipnients (Net 10.2MM USD + coin arants)


https://handshake.org/signup

Apache Software Foundation
Babel

Caligra

Convocation Design + Research
Creative Commons

EFF

ffmpeg

Fight for the Future
FreeBSD

FSF

Gimp

Give Directly

GNOME

GNU

IEEE Foundation

Internet Archive

IC3

Libreds

LibreCMC

LibreSsL

NetBSD

Nodejs Foundation
Noisebridge

OpenArchive

OpenBSD

Open Source Initiative
OpenSSL Project

OSuUOSL

Outreachy

Python Foundation
Reproducible Builds

Ruby Together

Scuttlebutt

Software Freedom Conservancy
Stanford Applied Cryptography Group
systemd

Tor Project


http://www.apache.org/
https://babeljs.io/
https://www.calligra.org/
https://www.carolinesinders.com/work
https://creativecommons.org/
https://www.eff.org/
https://www.ffmpeg.org/
https://www.fightforthefuture.org/
https://www.freebsd.org/
https://www.fsf.org/
https://www.gimp.org/
https://www.givedirectly.org/
https://www.gnome.org/
https://www.gnu.org/
http://www.ieeefoundation.org/about
https://archive.org/
http://initc3.org/
https://www.gnu.org/software/librejs/
http://www.librecmc.org/
http://www.libressl.org/
https://www.netbsd.org/
https://foundation.nodejs.org/
https://www.noisebridge.net/
https://www.open-archive.org/
https://www.openbsd.org/
https://opensource.org/
https://www.openssl.org/
https://osuosl.org/
https://www.outreachy.org/sponsor/
https://www.python.org/psf/
https://reproducible-builds.org/
https://rubytogether.org/
https://ssbc.github.io/scuttlebot/
https://sfconservancy.org/
https://crypto.stanford.edu/c2rg/
https://www.freedesktop.org/wiki/Software/systemd/
https://www.torproject.org/

SPONSORS

The Project Sponsors received a minority participation (7.5%) of HNS in the interest of aligning all
stakeholders, including industry. All of the 10.2MM USD collected from Project Sponsors (Funds and

Individuals) will be given to Free and Open Source Software projects.

The traditional model of for-profit companies releasing open source code and hiring open source developers has
historically been the primary method of community funding. The Handshake model is an experiment in a self-
sustaining alternative source of no-obligation FOSS community support. See the project paper for more

information.

Funds

al6z crypto
Founders Fund
Draper Associates
Sequoia Capital
Greylock Partners
Polychain Capital
IDEO Colab

DHVC

Kilowatt Capital
FBG

Strong VC

Hashed

DCG

Pantera Capital
Collaborative Fund
Boost VC

SV Angel

Nima Capital

DCM Ventures
Craft Ventures
Ausum Ventures
InBlockchain
Michael Yang Capital
Amentum

Queschain

Scalar Capital
Dekrypt Capital
Kenetic Capital
Turing Capital
vl.vc

Anarres

Arithmos VC


https://handshake.org/files/handshake.txt
https://a16z.com/
https://foundersfund.com/
http://www.draper.vc/
https://www.sequoiacap.com/
https://www.greylock.com/
http://polychain.capital/
https://www.ideocolab.com/
http://danhuacap.com/
http://www.kilowattcapital.com/
https://www.fbg.capital/
http://www.bvc.com/
https://www.hashed.com/
https://dcg.co/
https://www.panteracapital.com/
http://www.collaborativefund.com/
https://www.boost.vc/
https://svangel.com/
http://nimacap.com/
https://www.dcm.com/
https://craftventures.com/
https://www.ausum.vc/
http://inblockchain.com/
http://www.michaelyang.com/
https://amentum.org/
https://queschain.capital/
http://scalar.capital/
https://dekrypt.capital/
https://kenetic.capital/
http://www.turing.capital/
https://v1.vc/
https://www.arithmos.vc/

Individuals
Roger Ver

Jun Hasegawa
Jack Herrick
Napoleon Ta
Kevin Hartz
Alok Vasudev
Joon Yun

Jun Dam

Sizhao Yang
Eric Meltzer
Fred Ehrsam
Lily Liu

Bobby Lee
Meltem Demirors
John Nahm
Kihong Bae

Elad Gil

Mo Dong

Yoshi Matsuzawa
Avish Bhama
Jordan Cooper
Sebastian Serrano

Brayton williams
Scott Coleman

Terrence Yang
Edward Moncada
Michael Ma

Paul Veradittakit
Dovey Wan

Siong Ong

Alex Annese

HANDSHAKE COMMUNITY PLAN
(CONTINGENT UPON COMMUNITY SUPPORT)

Phase I: Faucet for FOSS developers and contributors


https://rogerver.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/junhase/
https://twitter.com/jackh
https://www.linkedin.com/in/napoleonta
https://twitter.com/kevinhartz
https://twitter.com/AlokVasudev
http://www.drjoonyun.com/
https://twitter.com/merivercap
https://twitter.com/zaoyang
https://twitter.com/wheatpond
https://twitter.com/FEhrsam
http://www.lily-liu.com/
https://twitter.com/bobbyclee
https://twitter.com/Melt_Dem
https://twitter.com/john_nahm
https://twitter.com/khbae
https://twitter.com/eladgil
https://www.linkedin.com/in/modong/
https://twitter.com/yoshigreendino
https://twitter.com/avishbhama
https://jordancooper.blog/
https://about.me/sserrano
https://twitter.com/BraytonKey
https://www.yangventures.com/
https://twitter.com/edwardamoncada
https://twitter.com/MichaelandMa
https://www.veradittakit.com/
https://twitter.com/doveywan
https://siong.com/
https://handshake.org/

August 2018

The Handshake faucet goes live. Verified FOSS contributors who sign-up are eligible for 2,500 HNS (up to
7,500 HNS) with the goal of ensuring that both the long-term economic sustainability and governance of
the Handshake project remain closely tied to the Free and Open Source communities going forward.

Phase II: Mainnet launch

September 2018 (Tentative)

The Handshake mainnet launches, allowing users to start reserving and auctioning top-level domains. HNS
coins are distributed to verified contributors and partner institutions worldwide, including advisors,
free/open source nonprofits, sponsors, and universities.

Phase III: Worldwide distribution to humanity

TBD, upon community consensus

If Handshake's market cap reaches 50bn USD within the first three years (or other projects also begin to
make similar commitments), we hope the community will consent to double the coin supply and distribute

new coins to the world’s internet population.

See details

FAUCET SIGN-UP

The faucet distributes to freenode users, top GitHub contributors, the PGP Web of Trust Strong Set, or FOSS

contributors via personal recommendation. (freenode users prioritized)

DEV FAUCET SIGN-UP

DISCUSSION LIST

Join the GNU mailman list for discussions on protocol and technical development. Please remember to check your

spam folder for confirmation emails.

SUBSCRIBE

HANDSHAKE



https://handshake.org/how-it-works
https://handshake.org/signup
mailto:devs-join@list.handshake.org?subject=subscribe

DEVELOP

Contact us

Terms of Use

Privacy Policy

Trademark Disclaimer

dshake (MIT/Expat License

<



https://handshake.org/
mailto:support@handshake.org
https://handshake.org/legal/terms-of-use
https://handshake.org/privacy-policy
https://handshake.org/trademark-disclaimer
https://opensource.org/licenses/mit-license.php
https://github.com/handshake-org/
https://twitter.com/hns
https://reddit.com/r/handshake

