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In the 30+ talks | have done about social media in the last year, | have
discussed many things. But the one theme that has been most prominent is
the extrinsic, rather than intrinsic, complexity of the subject matter. There is
nothing inherently challenging about how to use social media. Any practical or
technical difficulties are well within the realm of what has become habitual for
most within late modernity. What creates the challenge is negotiating the
novelty of its enablements and constraints within a particular context.

However it is this novelty which also makes it difficult to exercise our reflexivity

in the way we would about any comparable matter. This novelty gives rise to a

species of what Jacob Silverman describes as ‘internet
exceptionalism’:

What we call the Internet—and what web writers so lazily draw on for their work—is
less a hive mind or a throng or a gathering place and more a personalized set of
online maneuvers guided by algorithmic recommendations. When we look at our
browser windows, we see our own particular interests, social networks, and
purchasing histories scrambled up to stare back at us. But because we haven't
found a shared discourse to talk about this complex arrangement of competing
influences and relationships, we reach for a term to contain it all. Enter “the
Internet.”

The Internet is a linguistic trope but also an ideology and even a business plan. If
your job is to create content out of (mostly) nothing, then you can always turn to
something/someone that “the Internet” is mad or excited about. And you don’t have
to worry about alienating readers because “the Internet” is so general, so vast and
all-encompassing, that it always has room. This form of writing is widely adaptable.
Now it’'s common to see stories where “Facebook” or “Twitter” stands in for the
Internet, offering approval or judgment on the latest viral schlock. Choose your
(anec)data carefully, and Twitter can tell any story you want.

Much as “the Internet” gives us “a rhetorical life raft to hang onto” when
discussing a subject that is vastly overhyped and invested with all manner of
hopes and fears, so too does “social media” become a semantic crutch when
making sense of the complex changes being brought about by digital
communications within a particular institutional sphere. It's similarly “easy, a
convenient reference point” through which we gloss a complex set of
changes in which technological possibilities are only one causal factor. By
exceptionalising social media in this way, we “fail to relate this communication
system, and everything that happens through it, to the society around us”.

Subscribe to Blog via
Email

Enter your email address to
subscribe to this blog and
receive notifications of new
posts by email.

Join 34,405 other
subscribers

Subscribe

Archives
August 2017
July 2017

June 2017
May 2017
April 2017
March 2017
February 2017

anuary 2017
December 2016

November 2016
October 2016
September 2016
August 2016
July 2016

June 2016

May 2016

April 2016
March 2016
February 2016

January 2016
December 2015

November 2015
October 2015



This tendency seems even more pronounced when we talk about something
as specific as the academy. The more we talk about “social media” as
something which all academics should (or shouldn’t do) the more we obscure
the changes it entails for academic labour and the organisations which
academics work within. My ambition as someone who has written a book
called Social Media for Academics? To get academics to stop talking about
social media.

Share
this:
bd Email i Facebook €D ¥ Twitter G+ Google @ Reddit t Tumbir

(I) Pinterest M Linkedn @ Pocket

« Pierre Bourdieu, liberal thought Beautiful new words to describe

and the ontology of collectives obscure emotions »

Categories:

Tags:

Leave a Reply

September 2015
August 2015
July 2015

June 2015

May 2015

April 2015
March 2015
February 2015

January 2015
December 2014

November 2014
October 2014

September 2014
August 2014
July 2014

June 2014

May 2014

April 2014
March 2014
February 2014

anuary 2014
December 2013

November 2013
October 2013
September 2013
August 2013
July 2013

June 2013

May 2013

April 2013
March 2013
February 2013

January 2013
December 2012

November 2012
October 2012

September 2012
August 2012
July 2012

June 2012



May 2012
April 2012
March 2012
February 2012

January 2012
December 2011

November 2011

October 2011

September 2011
August 2011
July 2011

June 2011

May 2011

April 2011
March 2011
February 2011

January 2011
December 2010

November 2010
October 2010
September 2010
August 2010
July 2010

June 2010

Links
Billie Lister

Campaign for the Public
University

CRIMSOC: the Journal of
Social Criminology

Critical Realism

CSISP Online

Cyborgology
Digital Sociology
Everyday Sociology Blog

Films for Action
H-Net
Inequalities

LSE Impact Blog
Migrant Tales



Military Migrants
Public Sociology
Sociological Images
Thinking Culture
This Sociological Life

Tags

academia Academia 2.0

acceleration anti-

marketization asexuality
Audrey Sprenger austerity
big data blogging Bsa
capitalism craft critical
realism c wright mills data

scence digital
sociology

education employment
ethnography gender

higher
education
identity labour media
neoliberalism
Politics public
engagement public
S0Ciology publishing
quantified self Race
reflexivity self tracking
sexuality SOC ia I
media social
ontology SOcial
theory sociological
imagination
Sociology ciiw

of sport Steve Fuller

technology twitter visual
sociology Writing

Categories

Accelerated Academy
(56)

Alternative History of
Sociology (6)

C. Wright Mills (52)
Call for Papers (11)

Collections (2)

Committing Sociology
(186)



Conferences (230)

Creepy Shit Tech People
Say (1)

Diaspora, Diversity &
Difference (51)

Digital Sociology (426)
Fragile Movements (14)
Higher Education (854)

1ll considered university
advertising (4)

Interdisciplinarity (7)

Matters Mathematical
(11)

Mediated Matters (77)

Outflanking Platitudes
(356)

Podcasts (85)

Research Profiles (32)

Rethinking The World
(604)

Reviews (92)

Social Media for
Academics (79)

Social Theory (49)
Sociological Craft (150)
Sociological Fiction (7)

Sociologists of Crisis
(27)

Sociology of Education
(17)

The Idle Ethnographer
(97)

Training/courses/worksho
(3)

Uncategorized (871)
Visual Sociology (114)

Recent Comments

Barbara M Allen on Call for

papers: ‘Methods of
Theorizing: Reflective

searches for Ways,
Ideals and Measures’

Public Writing - SCOTT
TIMCKE on C. Wright

Mills’ Pragmatism

Radicalisation Patterns

and Efficacy of
Contemporary Counter



If you see something on the
site which you think
shouldn't be here, getin

touch and we'll try to resolve
the situation immediately.

Narratives - Criterion
Quarterly on A Decade

Lost: Rethinking
Radicalisation and

Extremism

Lavoro del futuro. Oggi
una puntata sul gioco di
squadra - Luca De Biase
on Notes on Platform

Capitalism

dmf on Computational
social science and the
promise of a reflexive,
empirically robust
activist-sociology

Naveena P K on Between

plagiarism and writing a
bad book

Naveena P K on Between

plagiarism and writing a
bad book

Naveena P K on

Rethinking Newman'’s
The Idea of a University

Naveena P K on

Rethinking Newman'’s
The Idea of a University

Pierluigi Richini on A note

on this weekend’s post
and the future of this

blog

Recent Posts

A note on this

weekend’s post and the
future of this blog

The populist right are
demotic, rather than

democratic

The Surplus of Objects

Engines of Knowledge in
the First Information

Age: The Library and
the Text

Academic Autism: Its
Institutional Presence
and Treatment




| THEME: OPTI BY




